old and young; and some among them were surgeons
and physicians; and some were of his old enemies
who seemed to have become reconciled to him; and
there came some of his neighbours who respected
him more out of fear than of love, as often happens;
there came also a great many subtle flatterers; and
there were wise advocates learned in the law.
And when all these folks were assembled together,
Melibeus, with sorrowful words and mien, told them
his trouble; and by the manner of his speech it ap-
peared that in his heart he bore a savage anger, ready
to take vengeance upon his foes, and was desirous
that the war upon them should quickly come. Never-
theless, he asked their advice upon this matter. Then
a surgeon, by leave and voice of all present who were
wise, rose up and spoke to Melibeus as you shall hear.
"Sir/* said he, "as for us surgeons, it belongs to us
that we do for everyone the best that we can, when
we have been retained, and that we do no harm to
our patients. Wherefore it happens, many times and
oft, that when two men have wounded one another,
the same surgeon heals them both. Therefore it does
not become us to foment warfare nor to support
factions. And certainly, as to the healing of your
daughter, although she is dangerously wounded, we
will be so attentive, by day and by night, that, with
God's grace, she shall be made sound and whole
again, and that as soon as may be possible."
Almost in the same words the physicians answered,
save that they added: "Just as diseases are cured by
their contraries, so shall men cure war by ven-
geance."
His neighbours, full of envy, his false friends who
feigned to be reconciled to him, and his flatterers,
made a semblance of weeping; and they greatly
aggravated the matter by praising Melibeus, speaking
of his might, his power, his wealth, and his friends,
and disparaging the strength of his enemies; and they
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